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in the secret, felt sure she had read it before."
It was published,  without the  author's  name,
August 25, 1820, and was credited to an Eng-
lish woman.   A. T. Goodrich, the publisher, sur-
prised the public by declaring it the work of an
American gentleman of New York.   It was soon
republished in England, and claimed the atten-
tion usually accorded that style of book in its
day.    Whatever  of its worth,  the  work had
awakened Cooper's powers;  and its modest suc-
cess in a field new to him led his friends to urge
him to write on subjects that were in near touch
with his daily life.    None knew better than he
the frontier and sea-faring life of his own and
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